
On November 16, 1874, Erie was officially incorporated with a population close to 600.  
The town was named after Erie, Pennsylvania, the hometown of prominent citizen Rev. 
Richard Van Valkenburg, pastor of the Methodist church.  Erie was now the third largest town 
in Weld County. 

Unlike many other northeastern Colorado towns, the need for miners and not farmers 
drove the migration of people to Erie. A large percentage of the people who originally settled 
Erie had their roots in northern Europe.  They were experienced miners and many had worked 
in mines in the eastern United States before moving West.  Coal mining was quickly becoming 
a major force in the economy of the region.  Erie was a mining town and that would be a 
dominant factor in its personality for many years.   

 
As the mines expanded and the demand for miners grew, many miners were brought in 

from eastern Europe and other areas of the United States and Mexico.  Mine owners frequent 
attempts to cut wages would lead to strikes. Throughout the rest of the century, and into the 
next, there would be many labor disputes, some of them deadly.  It seemed until the close of 
the 1920's the mines were always on the verge of a strike and the miners’ jobs were precarious 
at best. 

Erie 1876 - Courtesy of the Western History Department at the Denver Public Library 



National Park Service Map of Railroads 1858-1950 
· Two cars derailed, 3 miles west of Erie 
· Train was traveling 25 mph 
· Six passengers—”Country people living between Erie and Boulder” 
· Conductor and 2 passengers all sustained head injuries and gashes 
· Medical assistance was sought in Erie 
· The engineer and remaining passengers put the 2 undamaged cars back on the tracks and proceeded to Boulder 



· Methodist Bishop rants about a war between Catholics and Protestants 

 





  



  

  



 



 

Death toll would rise to 6 
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