Erie 1876 - Courtesy of the Western History Department at the Denver Public Library

On November 16, 1874, Erie was officially incorporated with a population close to 600.
The town was named after Erie, Pennsylvania, the hometown of prominent citizen Rev.
Richard Van Valkenburg, pastor of the Methodist church. Erie was now the third largest town
in Weld County.

Unlike many other northeastern Colorado towns, the need for miners and not farmers
drove the migration of people to Erie. A large percentage of the people who originally settled
Erie had their roots in northern Europe. They were experienced miners and many had worked
in mines in the eastern United States before moving West. Coal mining was quickly becoming
a major force in the economy of the region. Erie was a mining town and that would be a
dominant factor in its personality for many years.

As the mines expanded and the demand for miners grew, many miners were brought in
from eastern Europe and other areas of the United States and Mexico. Mine owners frequent
attempts to cut wages would lead to strikes. Throughout the rest of the century, and into the
next, there would be many labor disputes, some of them deadly. It seemed until the close of
the 1920's the mines were always on the verge of a strike and the miners’ jobs were precarious
at best.



T eR T,

2

Hygqlene O ;

¥

Lowe]

O
Niwet -
e N
°
&7

National Park Service Map of Railroads 1858-1950
Two cars derailed, 3 miles west of Erie
Train was traveling 25 mph

Six passengers—Country people living between Erie and Boulder

tE)

Conductor and 2 passengers all sustained head injuries and gashes
Medical assistance was sought in Erie
The engineer and remaining passengers put the 2 undamaged cars back on the tracks and proceeded to Boulder



Methodist Bishop rants about a war between Catholics and Protestants

Rocky Mountain News, The Weekly News Section, Wed. May 28,1879

are possible, Bathed to their lips in
black  republicanism, they  make
negro  worship an instinet, and

Bishop Haven's Religions War,

The northern Methodist, Bishop Gil Haven,
prediets ancther war—a religious conflictin
which protestantism will nodertake to root
out catoolicism, and in which persecution,
hate, and all uncharitablenese, will take the
placeof that apoerophal eraof brotherly love
and good willof which we bave heard, but
never seen a great deal. It will be noted that
the bishop is & peculisr personage, He isa
friend of Grant—is balf puritan and half pol-
itician, who thinks himself and bis church
the salt of the earth, and that peopie who are
unable to believe as he does, are nnworthy to
live. Sueh, in brief, is the outline of the re-
markable character of Bishop Haven, the
modern Peter of the new religious erusade—
a sort of religions mountebank, who oscilates
like the pendulum of a clock betweea the
pulpit and the rostram. It isa great faunlt in
Amerioan society that these kind of people

intolerance & principle. Naturally eoough
they hate the Catholic church, not on se-
count of its religion, but for its democracy.
To them it is a scarlet woman, incar
nudined with the polities they hate. If sifted
down through the shallow stream of garrulity
with which the Bishop babbled of the new
religious war, the thread of fact on which he
based his propositions, would show this sen.
timent, and probably nothiog else. It is the
out eropping of that old primitive lesson of
unrighteousness, which would fetter the con-
science as it would shackle the intelleot, and
render both subservient to the chatter of &

canting priest, Eaten up with the ambition
of notoriely, inseunsible to the grandear of
the calliog they defile—they drag the maatle
of religion through the mire of politics—and
barter the love of Christ (even in the palpit)
for hate of men. Such are the fanatic
hypoerites who sow the seeds of political ani-
mosity and nli‘iou antagonism from the
leaves of an open.bible and under the shelter
of a temple dedicated to the gospel of love
and kindness. It would be better for the
people of this country, if such pseudo-re-
ligionists as Bishop Gil. Haveu had rocks tied
round their neeks and cast into the sea, togeth.
er with their Pandora’s box of religious wars
and sectional politics. They have donemore to
feed into flame hatred and dislike between the
north and south—have made wider the chasm
of animosity—than all other classes of people-
There is so mueh of the poison of selfishness,
of inlolerauce, of hate, of boundless fanati-
cism in Bishop Haven’s blood that in the fury
of his enthusiasm, he announces himself
ready to convulse his country with war aucd
sacrifice men’s lives upon the altar his soul-
less bigotry. The day for such passionate fa.

| naticism has gome by, It may find an sp-

plander in an occasionmal eccentricity of hu-
manity, but the great body of the people—
the thinking, intelligent and good of all sects
and conditions of religious belief—will repud-
iate it with scorn and contempt. “




After a struggle of ten yvears' duration
women were admitted to the councils of
the ' Knights of America. An
amended constitution wag adopted at the
convention at St. L.ouis to this effect.

The Rocky Mountain News (Weekly), Volume 40, May 18,1899



ROSTER OF THE WOUNDED.
SAN r RANCISCO, Avg. 17.~ilere Is the
list of the First Colorado wounded:
Corporal John T. McCeorkle, Co. G,
' March 31, 1800,
Private Willlam W. Stecling, Co. K.
"August 13, 588,
- Privale Frank Smith, Co. F, Acgust 13,

1508,

Private Edward F. Brady, Co. F, Aug-
ust 13, 1808, '

Private Ortin Twever, Co, B, February
7. 1800

Private Charles 8 Morrison, Co, B,
February 07, 180,

Private Maurlce Parkhurst, Co. B, Feb-
ruary O-7, 1800.

Corporal W. H. Erle, Co, 1, February -
3.7, 1890,

Private Charles B. Loyce, Co. L, Feb-
roary 5«7, 1800, ‘

The Morning Times, August 18, 1899



®Ot wus beld ap by two masked
oBber« near Bonlder  ereck  and
oley | of 350 nnd w ring.  Names of
>8Rl 1ot in this function could oot
tined ~Ene Reviow.

The Longmont Call, Volume 3, Number 20, January 26, 1901

'l‘ho.toroolmchudl ollriowu
robbed Tuesday night. The thief or
thieves succeded in getting about ten
dollars in cash and it is not known what
olse was taken. The indications are
that the thief went in the store and hid
before closing time, as the broken glass
from the window was all on the onhado
'of the buildiog. _ {

The Lafayette News, Volume IV, Number 163, August 17, 1901



ECHOES OF WESTERN WORLD.

VICTOR, Colo - Fire gutted the Maywood res-

ear Sixth streel and Bploer avenue.
- A bt SSBON
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| pemtl tAXpa)yers. ¥

I SANTA FE N, M —The congregation of 8L

; cdigt  Fipiscopal church has  de- |
Sone o HSAachas LH.!E;'H church bulldlng om its

eidesd to erect & M .
finely situat=d lols OR [on Gaspar AVenuse.

2 Colo.—Large - crowds Trom Delghbor-
Iﬂiﬂaﬁﬂl attendsd the dJdance given by ihe
Catholie Ladies' Ald soclety at the Erie operw

houiRes,

o —

hich al-wut
il olo.—The Morrs mine, W

W n;nunu'u o was purchiased h‘!ﬁ ‘1:::
Colorado Coal Minl company, has

cughly is now a producing prop- |
&rLy. l:mplﬂn!rmnnrun:lr-:n .
-hntuunutﬂulﬂmﬂimu

par day.

i

The Rocky Mountain News (Daily), Volume 42, Number 295,
October 22, 1901



ne Mine Mas:
11-22-1927

TROOPS PATROL STRIKE ZONE AFTER BATTLE

5 Killed, 60 Injured at Erie; Governor May Declare Martial Law.
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Death toll would rise to 6
ORLANDO HIEKRIRA
FICKETERS INJIRED

Liﬁt,()f Dcad "'. FI'H"B'-!.U M. ¥ of Erie
And Injured " CARL NELSON. %, Cusfield, singie, ||
In Mine Clash | Groree Gremorr. m. of e || € € Momise

MRS, ( ( SMORRISON

v LOUIS SAKRADLIA, X :
}l - g { and In " . MES, ELIZABRETH BERANEK. #4
‘ 11 wiween stale AL REYES, # .

. ¢ B 1 oiriks : e Col e r DAY X

JOMN FYANCINA. 2 of Bre. s sDAN BELS

zle

DEAD (CMARLES PAFFAS
VFrederik er. ’ d

JERRY DAVIS M, of ]
JOHN EASTENES, M. of Morrisos JOHN SPAROUS
e Lalare ’ e 2 3 CaLiT d
PALMERINE FEVIRA
- 4 o L . i
NICK SPANUDAKMIS, 38, of Mor- TOM MILO
— . CLAUDE BRIERLEY. 28

RENE JACQUES, < JAMES RRANDON. 4

GEORGE KOVITON, 25, %, GERORGE MAZZINL @ '
’ ’ : e Long? ] A A

MIRE YVIDDOYHMN

STATE POLICE |\nmn R C. NELRSON
ll\l W ln A

MAROLD WOODMAN, 0

r The Rocky Mountain News (Daily),
K. W, MURRELI ( 4360 Beac) Volume LXVIII, Number 326, Nov 22,
N 1927



THE EAGLE MINE tipple still stands near
Interstate 25. Photo by Tad Rickman
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