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| *"Well, I hate leaving this swell |

{a point of light in the fast-falling bunch here: T am not anxious to
darkness, [ get rid of a swell gang like this. |
He joked and laughed, | The warden has becn particularly
In the gas chamber bullding, | nice to me.™ |
which hag two oiher cells facing Belongia still smoked the cigar. |
the chamber itzelf, Belognia He looked at Father Schaller.
changed from hiz prizon elothes | The priest smiled at him. R
into white duck trousers and a| | "Well, Father” sald Belongia,
white shirt. "-‘""."'l"",t‘ “L:" Eot your smile and I'm
| i going to keep mine,”
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Witnes=es shivered, Many of them said the priest.
were pale, Their lips compressed "God bless you, Falher,” zaid |
| and features stralned. | Belongia, |
well, T guesz we'd betler be | He began praying. The doar
| going,” said Warden Best, | closed and was sealed. A few min- |
“Sure. Lead me {0 it,"” answered utes later — minutes that seemed |
Belongia, still calm and cheerful. weeks to the witnesses—Belongia
“anyihing more to say?™ was dead.
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Wounds Victim's Wile i

| The youth, who had claimed he |
was glad to die because he real- |
|ized that if he were to go free he |
would only commit some new |
{erime, paid the penalty for the|
[murder of Albert Oesterick, Weld |
{County farmer, whom he shot in
| his sleep after the farmer, his em- |
|ployer, had refused to advance
|him money to marry a Fort Lupton |
igirl, He also wounded Mrs. Oes- |
terick and beat the couple’s son. |

During his last days, Belongia
convinced himself that criminals
could be cured by operations. He
said something always “seemed to
i snap” before he committed a erime.
i He offered his body to Denver|
| University for study, and Vice|
! Chancellor Wilbur D. Engle turned |
| the offer over to the University of
| Colorado medical school.
| Inquires About Body

Dr. Maurice H. Rees accepted |
but it appeared Friday night that
Belongia's body would be buried
|in the prison graveyard on Wood-
| pecker Hill because of lack of
| funds to bring it to Denver. ;

Shortly before he went into thei
| chamber, Belongia turned to War-|
den Best and asked: *“Have you
heard whether they want my
body?ll

“I haven't heard yet,” the’ war-
den replied.

e Could possibly speak Spanish (presided at Spanish speaking masses)

¢ Served many of the other area parishes
¢ Was a prison chaplain
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